
The Year 1960 

The 1960 National Combat Champion was Bill Carpenter from Winchester California. Bill flew an air-
plane of his own design called the “Swoop”. He used a Johnson Combat 35 for power. Luis Carpenter 
from Mexico City, Mexico finished second. He also used an airplane of his own design named “El 
Kinto”, it was powered by a Torp 35. Neil Welch from Lubbock, Texas finished in third place. 
 
A later version of Bill Carpenter’s “Swoop” was kitted by Sterling. It was called the “Super Swoop” 

Right: Bill Carpenter’s Super Swoop being 
launched at the 1962 Nats. 
 
Below: photo of the Super Swoop from the 
Sterling kit box. 







This Super Swoop was built by Bob Mears in late 2015/early 2016 
One of many classic combat ships Bob has in his collection 

In 1960 Midwest kitted the “Hornet”  . . .  Similar to the Veco Renegade kitted the year before. 



Top Flite came out with the “Combat Streak” in 1960 . . . It was a box fuselage 
version of the iconic “Flite Streak”. This one was photographed at the 2015 Vin-
tage Control Line Combat Fly In held in New Jersey 



The Super Firebrand was kitted by Enterprise in 1960 
This beautiful version belongs to Barry Hobkirk  

photographed at the 2012 Combat Graffiti event 

Cad drawing . . . Original Firebrand 



On the next three pages please find a reprint of an article that appeared in the 1960 Air Trails Model Annual 
 It speaks to the point of development our sport was at in 1960 






