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Frust INTRODMUICTD (o AEROMODELLER Toaders in By
F93%, Rezor flode has been one of the most popular
cimmbatl models in the AErosonriiies Plans Serviee,
In the intervening live yeurs Northwood club men-
bers have won many conlests, with only basic modi-
fications 1o the oripmil design, now revised in o les
‘sguare’, and even fasler flyving version of 1964

The oripinal conception was for a Tast, extremely
tough model with reasonable manocaverability,  To
this end o fying wing was chosen as i dispensed with
the volnerable rear Tuselipe of conventional mo lels,
It was thought that if the trmling edpe did not frc-
fure i o crash the leading ¢dge and spars would
remain intacl, and this is 1.~.-I13,- a 4 anox 3 in hard
balsa trailing edge was used. The idea proved sound
with proctically all casualiies resulting Trom mid-ar
collisions or broken engine bearers.

Al the end of the 1060 and the hepining of the
%31 season, the very lightweight “all-moaving eleva-
tor” and Dopgus style models appeared, and modi-
fications had o be made to bring the Rozor flode
up o their performance.  This was nchicved with the
1961 wariant, which had the same 3in; % 3 ine trail-
ing edge bul of a much lighter wood.  The spruce
Bin.x b in spars were tapered towards the Tips, and
thie balza fobechi leadine edge structure was changed
14» I:la]:ia.,-'hpru-:u "n’l.-'ing_ thickness was (nereased 1o
I& in., and the aspect mitio increased by reducing
chorld apd increasing the wingspan

The resulting model was lighter, and produced
tghter manoeuvres.  Successes with this model were
guite notable, the most important being st and 2nd
places al the 1961 Crterium of Aces in Belgiom.
Ihis medel wis sl saccessfolly in 1962 as well, b
after the combat treials for the 1963 Criterium of Aces
a4 Tew. modifications were made, (R 1mnn|hul of
these being the insertion of a § m x ! in obechi
sirip in the softer tmailing edpe sheeting. The Teading
edpe was also enlorged 1o L m x & In, amed half ribs
added. This model retained all the characteristics of
slrenpth and 4pecd (rom the carlicr “Blades’, and
pdded  the advanlage of greater  manoeuveability,
Contesl results for 1963 confirmed this. with Tirst
places ue the team frials, MNationals, International
Criterium of Aces and several elub rallies,

Heading shows Peter Tribe's model with an Oliver  Tiger and
ilhustrates the change of lines for attractive curves after the
original functional ‘Blade”, Close-up at right shows the engine
installation with tank arrangement and  angled nesdle  walve,
Some Morthwood clobsters save needle damage by operating with

logze fitted [ntakes in Olivers. Mote one tank wvent  blanked
by setscrew
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RAZOR
Blh/\IDE
‘o4

KING OF THE ‘'WINGS'
UPDATED BY PETER TRIBE

Construction-wise the 1964 Razor Blade is within
the scope of anyone who has binlt and flown a con-
trol line trainer. Commence by cutting our the 1
ing sheet |HHL]iEL sides, and (railing udgu. Thin
cement the 4 in: x 1 in. obechi strip and § in, % | in
hivrdd halsa strips to the innerside of the trailing edge
sheet,  Whilst 1lus assembly is drying, cut the & in.
% 2 in, besrers o shape and then cement and nail
together as shown i skefeh The | oin, sheet Tuselge
sides should new be glued to the bearers, and the §
iy 1in filter strip added. Next cul cighl W2 ribs
from & in. sheet, mne W3s from |, in. sheet and

one from & in, sheel.  Also cut two of W1 from & in,

sheet.  Now baild up the leading edge from two
strips of 4 ine X % ine balsa and one §an. x0d o
sproce.. Nexl cot the ® inox & oo moimspars Lo taper

as shown on plan. Place all spars and [eading edge
over plan and murk off rb positions with o soft
penctl (not a ball as this will Bleed through the dope
and show on the finished model}

Slide spars and feading edge through cut outl slos
in fuselnge sides pnd cement well into position, mak-
ing sure the spirs are true by lemporarily cemeni-
ing the tip ribs and checking with a set-sguare, When
set, remove Wp ribs and shide inoall ribs and riblets
cementing firmly and re-cement tip ribs on,  Maork
off position ol ribs on wailing edee and ool ol
nolches, then slide in trailing edpe from Tear and
cement, giving & final check that everything is square.

Fix the £ in. % & in, spruce bellerank support in
place und muostard tin tank.  Bole bellerank in posi-
tion, complete with leadouls and pushrod. Cemeni

all ribs and riblets, and re-cement lip ribs on. Slide




